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Dying Experiences of Terminal Cancer Patients
Served by Hospice Shared Care Model in a Health
Promoting Hospital in Southern Taiwan

Yu-Yus Ha', Shi-0i Chen®, Ming-Nan Lin™, Ye-Lan Chea', Hung-Bis Taai™, Chosg-Hbdung Taf
Department of Nurving. ‘Family Medicine, “Iniernal Medicine, Buddbiu Dalin Tos Ohi General Hospiral
Echood of Medichse, Tew Chil University, "Department of Life-and-Death Siudies, ¥an Hus Universigy

Baefore 2004, only 20% Taiwahess terminal cancer palisnts recehed Boaspics ward cart 8 hoimss cang
dise to Chinese tradition reganding hospice ward as the place of awaiting death, Tha health authosity
promoted the hospice shaned care model (HSCM) bo extend the coverage rate of palliative care since

Albstrat Kentification Number + FEM1H2003

2005 to date. This study alms at exploring those patlents’ common dying experiences under this
miodel,

From Dec 2006 to August 2007, three patients (1 breast, 1 retroperitoneal cancer and 1 terstoma, all
with distant metastases) at the encology wand of a health o ing hospital in Southern Tawan werg
enrolled. This research adoplted the purpodive samling method and data was analyzed throwgh sctual
carg, participatory observation and depth-inberview by the phencmenolcgical qualitative method.

patents had common dying experiences in fowr aspects: Firstly, they encounbered multiple
sulferings such as insomaila and unaccepted body images change. Under HSCM, they were loss
phrysically discomdort and warmly Surrounded by family members. Secondly, they gradusily recogrized
life mearings by fe-reviewing, repentance and saying good-bye by simply followed the natural fow
of life, Thirdly, by way of having dialogue and telepathy with the Supreme High Bairgs, such as
Buddha, Jesus Christ and Mother-Ancestor [Matsu), the terminal patients tended to have their
spirifual refuge at the end. Fourthly, HSCH provided better quality of end-ol-life cane than hospice
ward care model. Their psychologhcal arodety was bruly comforted after the plrysical pain was fully
caned, .

{Camelusio

Theet reyth, that avoidance of thlking about death with devoted family members can B2 broken by

haolistic viewing the terminal cancer patients’ dying cxperiences. The hospice shared care has set the
firsy xamply of Eht end-cf-lfa care rich in hismanitarian spirit
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