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Definitions from the GDS, Global Deterioration Scale
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Palliative care in neurologic diseases

Severe strokes

High cervical spinal cord lesions

Locked-in syndrome

Advanced dementia

Advanced MS

Motor neuron disease (progressive)

Muscular dystrophies (progressive)
(Neurology 1996;46: AAN E & H S)
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— (total mg over procedure)

Morphine Sulfate Dose
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[ Ethical and legal issues in palliative care

Patient have a right to refuse life-sustaining treatment
Withholding and withdrawing treatment are ethically and legally
identical
Surrogates are authorized to refuse life-sustaining treatment on behalf
of incompetent patients
Patients can use advance directives to stipulate their treatment
preferences
Patients have a right to refuse artificial hydration and nutrition
Patient deserve excellent palliative care
Physicians are not required to provide physician-assisted suicide or
euthanasia

(James. L. Bernat, Neu. Clinic 2001)

Who makes the decision?
Cultural aspects

Patient’s autonomy vs paternalism
Paternalism (traditional)
Autonomy (modern western)

Familial autonomy (modern eastern, filial piety,
patriarch)

Mutual participation (recommended)

(Decision-making at end of life.Tai. 2002)
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